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1.0  BACKGROUND 

In May 2018 Sydney Heritage Consultants were commissioned to prepare a Heritage Impact 
Statement on behalf of Kannan and Priya Subrahmanyan as part of a development 
application to Strathfield City Council for 81 Homebush Road, Strathfield.  

The development application is for alterations and additions to the rear of 81 Homebush 
Road Strathfield, to areas of the house already unsympathetically changed in 1966, including 
the existing kitchen and living area which will involve removal of a wall to open-up the kitchen 
and living room, new kitchen layout and fit-out. The proposal includes the construction of an 
in-ground swimming pool and landscaping the backyard. The works proposed will only be 
visible from rear views of “Quisiana”. The documentation for this development application has 
been prepared by CAI Design. 

81 Homebush Road is an item of local heritage significance under Schedule 5 Environmental 
Heritage in Strathfield Local Environmental Plan 2012.  The property is listed as “Quisiana”-
Victorian Villa style house, Lot B, DP 345142 (Map No I153). The property is not a listed 
heritage item on the State Heritage Register Inventory nor is it included on the Register of the 
National Trust of Australia (NSW) or on the Register of the National Estate. 

The subject property is in the vicinity of several other local heritage items including 75 
Homebush Road “Eulora”, 77 Homebush Road “Mornington”, 86 Homebush Road 
“Harmsworth”, 89 Homebush Road “Weymss”, 91 “Caledonia” and 93 “Gundaroo” Homebush 
Road.  To the rear of the subject property are 3 local heritage items- 10 Florence Street 
“Glendenning” and 14 & 16 Florence Street “Norwood” & “Wrexhan”. All properties are listed 
heritage items identified under Schedule 5 Environmental Heritage in the Strathfield Council 
Local Environmental Plan 2012. The properties are not listed on the State Heritage Inventory.  

The process of preparation of this Heritage Impact Statement has taken into account 
Heritage Advisory Notes prepared by Tropman & Tropman Architects to Sarah Baker, 
Strategic Planner at Strathfield City Council’s dated 15th September 2015. The Memorandum 
informs the current owners of the acceptable works that may be undertaken to 81 Homebush 
Road and provides specific recommendations when proposing to undertake any additions or 
alterations.   

This Heritage Impact Assessment report describes the proposed work in relation to any 
impacts that the proposed alterations and additions may have on the local  historical, social 
and aesthetic significance of the subject property, its’ setting and on Heritage Items in the 
vicinity as required by Strathfield LEP 2012, 5.10 Heritage Conservation. The report also 
assesses the proposal in relation to Dwelling Houses and Ancillary Structures as specified in 
Strathfield Development Control Plan 2005-Part A and the Draft Part P of Strathfield 
Consolidated DCP 2005 Heritage, Clause 2, Development of Heritage Items and Clause 3, 
Development in the Vicinity of Heritage Items.  

Historical research into the history and development of the property was undertaken to 
enable understanding of the place.  A site inspection was conducted on the 4th June 2018 by 
Chantal Danieli. 

This report has been prepared by Chantal Danieli, Heritage Specialist and Director of Sydney 
Heritage Consultants. 
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1.1  Methodology and Limitations 

The methodology used in this report is in accordance with the principles and definitions as 
set out in the guidelines of the NSW Heritage Manual and in accordance with the latest 
version of The NSW Heritage Office Statements of Heritage Impact (Revised 2002). 

The historical outline contained within this report provides sufficient background information 
to provide an assessment of the property and heritage items in the vicinity.  However, it is not 
intended to be an exhaustive history of the site.  Its uses and associations and much of the 
research material are based on secondary, rather than primary, material.   

1.2  Site Location 

The subject site is described as Lot B DP 345142 with a street address of 81 Homebush 
Road, Strathfield. The property is named “Quisiana”-a two storey Victorian Italianate house, 
c1893  (I153) (Figure 1, 2 and 3).  It is located on the western side of Homebush Road and is 
located to the northern end of Homebush Road, south of the junction with Redmyre Road 
and north of the junction with Alviston Street. The subject property overlooks the rear of 
properties at No 4, 6, 8 and 10 “Glendenning”–Victorian house (I135) in Florence Street.  To 
the north of the site is 75 “Eulora” ((I151) and 77 Homebush Road “Mornington” (I152). To 
the north east is 86 Homebush Road “Harmsworth” (I155) whilst to the south of the site 89 
“Weymss”(I156), 91 “Caledonia” (I157) and 93 “Gundaroo” (I158) Homebush Road, all local 
heritage items in SLEP 2012.  The subject property itself is a locally listed heritage item 
under Schedule 5 Environmental Heritage in the Strathfield Local Environmental Plan 2012 
((I153).  It is not located within a conservation area under any Local Environmental Plan 
operating within the Strathfield Council area. 

 
Figure 1: Site Location Plan of 81 Homebush Road, Strathfield (Source: Google Maps) 
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Figure 2: Aerial Location Plan of 81 Homebush Road, Strathfield (Source: Google Maps) 

 
Figure 3: 81 Homebush Road, Strathfield, Cadastral-property Lot B DP345142 (Source: Land Registry 
Service) 
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2.0 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  
(The following Historical Information is based on research at the Local History Library, Strathfield City 
Council and in particular historical information found on Councils website at 
https://www.strathfield.nsw.gov.au/council/about-strathfield/. As well as information from council 
published booklet -The Redmire Estate- A self-guided Walking Tour in the Municipality of Strathfield 
and The Book of Sydney suburbs / compiled by Frances Pollon ; original manuscript by Gerald Healy.) 

2.1 Aboriginal History 
The following information is an extract from https://www.strathfield.nsw.gov.au/council/about-
strathfield/history-of-strathfield-local-government-area/aboriginal-history/ 

“The Strathfield district was once inhabited by the Wangal clan of the Darug tribe. Little 
remains of the former Aboriginal occupation of this area. The Wangal clan's country or 
territory was known as Wanne and it originally extended from the suburbs of Birchgrove and 
Balmain in the east, to Silverwater and Auburn in the west, the northern boundary was the 
Parramatta River but the southern boundary is unknown. 

The Wangal clan's neighbours were the Cadigal to the east, the Wategora to the west, the 
Wallumedegal to the north and the Bediagal to the south. All these clans of the Darug tribe 
spoke the coastal or Eora dialect of the Darug language. The Darug tribe's inland clans 
known as the 'woods tribes' spoke a different dialect. 

The earliest recorded contact with Aborigines near Strathfield took place at Breakfast Point, 
Mortlake, on the southern bank of the Parramatta River. This encounter on the 5th February 
1788 was noted in the diary of Lieutenant William Bradley RN thus: 

 'At daylight having a guard of marines proceeded to the upper part of the harbour again, 
passed several natives in the caves as we went up and on the shore near the place we left 
beads and some other things, who followed us along the rocks calling to us. We landed to 
cook our breakfast on the opposite shore to them. We made signs for them to come over and 
waved green boughs. Soon after seven of them came over in two canoes and landed near 
our boats. They left their spears in the canoes and came to us. We tied beads etc. about 
them and left them our fire to dress mussels which they went about as soon as we put off'. 

Strathfield would have been an integral part of the Wangal clan's territory being close to the 
Parramatta River, a source of food. The Strathfield Municipality once supported large forests 
of eucalypt trees with many native grasses growing as a understorey as well as areas of very 
dense scrub. It is unlikely that the Wangal clan camped in the district as Strathfield does not 
have any rock shelters or overhangs suitable for camping, but they probably frequented the 
area to gather or hunt food. 

The most famous Wangal warrior was Bennelong who became the only member of the 
Wangal tribe to travel overseas to England in 1792 and returned three years later to tell his 
people of what he saw there. Bennelong would have travelled through the Strathfield 
Municipality many times with the Wangal tribe. 

There have been no relics of Aboriginal occupation of Strathfield Municipality nor burial sites 
discovered. This is mainly due to the geology of the area ie no large flat areas of sandstone 
or rock shelters. However, it has been recorded that sites had been in evidence. An example 
of this is recorded in the Royal Australian Historical Society's Journal and proceedings 
Volume VIII supplement 1923, the recollection of C A Henderson 'Sydney to Homebush' 
1855: 
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'On the Redmire Estate was a leaning tree with native bear tracks upon it. It stood about one 
hundred yards from the present Strathfield Council Chambers'. 

This is a reference to the Aboriginal Scarred Tree bearing markings of koala tracks. It may 
have been of ceremonial significance as trees bearing designs were used as burial markers”. 

References 

Henderson, C A., 'Sydney to Homebush', Royal Australian Historical Society Journal and 
proceedings Volume VIII supplement, 1923 

Jones, C., Aboriginal History of Strathfield district, 
on http://strathfieldheritage.org/placenames/aboriginal-history-of-strathfield-district/ 

2.2 European Settlement 
The following information is an extract from https://www.strathfield.nsw.gov.au/council/about-
strathfield/history-of-strathfield-local-government-area/european-settlement/ 

European settlement of the Strathfield district commenced in 1793, in the area which is the 
current day Homebush. Land grants were made to English farmers Thomas Rose, Thomas 
Webb, Edward Powell and Frederick Meredith by the NSW Governor Phillip to establish food 
supplies for Sydney. These were the first land grants made to free settlers [non-convict] and 
the area of the land grants was known as Liberty Plains. These farms failed as the soil 
conditions did not allow crops to be grown and most of these early farms were abandoned. 

Other land grants were made in the early 1800's including grants to D'Arcy Wentworth 
(Homebush), William Roberts (Strathfield South and Greenacre) and John Alford (Belfield). A 
large grant was made to James Wilshire in 1808, located from current day Redmyre Rd 
Strathfield to the Cooks River. Most of Strathfield is built on this land. This land was later 
known as the Redmire Estate, when owned by Samuel Terry. In 1847, Catholic Priest Father 
John Joseph Therry was granted land in Strathfield South, which is known as the Village of 
St Ann's. The original St Ann's Church was built from money raised by selling the 
surrounding land for houses to be built. Large lots of land were sold to Joseph Newton and 
Joseph Hyde Potts in 1841 to the west of the Redmire Estate. 

2.2.1 The Redmire Estate 

570 acres was granted in 1808 to James Wilshire (bounded on the south by the Cooks River, 
The Boulevarde and Coronation Parade to the east), which he called 'Wilshire's Farm'. This 
land was later acquired by Samuel Terry in 1824 and named the 'Redmire Estate' after 
Terry's birthplace in Yorkshire. After the death of his widow, Rosetta, in 1858, the land was 
sold to W. W. Billyard. The Estate was further subdivided in 1867 into blocks from 3-13 acres 
each with frontages from 4-8 chains to Station Road, Railway Road, Homebush Road, 
Liverpool Road, Water and Dean Streets and Redmire Boulevarde (former name of The 
Boulevarde). 

The Redmire locality became incorporated under the name of 'Strathfield' (the residence of 
John Hardy, a City jeweler) on June 2, 1885, when local government was formed. The 
original areas of the new Strathfield Municipality included Redmire, Druitt Town [now 
Strathfield South] and Homebush. 

The Redmire Estate was subdivided in 1867 and smaller lots of land were offered for sale. 
The first property built was Thomas Henderson's 'Seven Oaks Farm', a dairy farm located 
around Victoria Street Strathfield. 
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The oldest houses still standing in Strathfield are 'Fairholm' (now Strathfield Gardens 
Retirement Village in Cotswold Rd) and 'Llandilo' (now Trinity Grammar Preparatory School 
on The Boulevarde), both built in the late 1870's. 

Many other land grants began subdivision and gradually Strathfield and Homebush began to 
develop as a residential district. Strathfield and Homebush were considered desirable places 
to live as the railway, which was first established in Homebush in 1855, enabled 
businessmen to travel to work in the City each day. As land was plentiful, many wealthy 
businessmen built lavish mansions on large blocks of land. Many of these homes still exist 
today such as 'Mount Royal' (Australian Catholic University) and 'Brunyarra' and 'Lauriston' 
(Santa Maria Del Monte). 

Strathfield contains a wide variety of housing types and many were built in Victorian and 
Federation styles. These homes are an important part of the built heritage of Strathfield. 

The Redmire locality became incorporated under the name of Strathfield on 2 June 1885. 

Strathfield experienced a significant housing and population boom in the 1920s. Post World 
War I, influences on Australian architecture were diverse as many Australians travelled 
overseas or were influenced by the rise of media and communications, notably films and 
magazines. Post war, many Australians desired stability of home ownership. The dominant 
residential housing style of this period in Strathfield was adapted California bungalows.  

2.2.2 Ownership of Property 

Quisiana is located on land originally owned by William Cyprian Curtis 19th December 1866 
which was once part of James Wilshire land grant (Primary Application No 1539, Land 
Registry Services) the Bushy Hill Estate, a c.1880 subdivision of the larger 1867 Redmire 
Estate. The house was built c.1893 for its owner railway contractor Thomas Tate.  In 1896, 
Tate moved to Western Australia and leased the house to various occupants including Mrs J. 
Windeyer at which time the house was noted as ‘Quisiana’ and from 1897-1904 to W.P 
Edington leased the property.  One of the more prominent occupants was George Hindmarsh 
MLA (1891-1916). Hindmarsh was a member for the State electorate of Rous from 1905 to 
1913, when he retired. During Hindmarsh’s occupancy from c.1909 to 1912, the house was 
renamed ‘Berelle’.   From 1913 the noted resident in the sands directory was Professor J D 
Stewart. By 1917 ownership of ‘Berelle’ was transferred to Professor James Douglas Stewart 
(1896-1955).  He was the owner of the property until 1951. Lindsay Vincent Pty Ltd is noted 
as the property owner of ‘Berelle’ as well as No 79 Homebush Road, Lot C. Lot C was 
transferred to Frederick Gaskill by 1952 and Lot B, ‘Berelle’ was transferred to Dr Harold and 
Mrs Joan Tindale in 1955. They owned the property until 1960 at which time Mr Pietro and 
Mrs  Marie Raneri owned  ‘Berelle’. They undertook  numerous alterations to ‘Berelle’ in 1966 
with architectural plans drawn for proposed works by John Crawford & Loudon Architects at 
62 Castlereagh Street Sydney. 

‘Quisiana’ was listed for sale towards the end of 2014 and was purchased by the current 
owners Priya and Kannan Subrahmanyan. 

2.2.3 Biographical information on Professor James Douglas Stewart (1896-1955)  
 
The following information is an excerpt from Robert I. Taylor, 'Stewart, James Douglas 
(1869–1955)', Australian Dictionary of Biography, National Centre of Biography, Australian 
National University, http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/stewart-james-douglas-8666/text15155, 
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published first in hardcopy 1990, accessed online 6 July 2018.This article was first published 
in hardcopy in Australian Dictionary of Biography, Volume 12, (MUP), 1990: 
 
“James Douglas Stewart (1869-1955), veterinary surgeon, was born on 18 August 1869 at 
Windsor, New South Wales, second son of John Stewart junior, a veterinary surgeon from 
Edinburgh, and his Parramatta-born wife Jessie, née Walker. James was educated at 
Sydney Grammar School and then articled to an accountant for three years. Entering the 
Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, Edinburgh, in 1890, he passed its examinations with three 
gold medals and was admitted to membership of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
London, in May 1893. 

Back in Australia, Stewart assisted his father at Windsor and in 1894 founded the Veterinary 
Medical Association of New South Wales. Next year he became honorary veterinary surgeon 
to the New South Wales Zoological Society and in 1896 assistant teacher, later lecturer, in 
veterinary science, farriery and meat inspection at Sydney Technical College. As veterinary 
officer in the Department of Agriculture from 1898, he organized the colony's veterinary 
services, published in the New South Wales Agricultural Gazette and initiated measures to 
control the scourges of tuberculosis and ticks in cattle. He was appointed chief inspector of 
stock in 1907. On 4 September 1901 at Randwick he had married with Presbyterian forms 
Edith May Forsyth, daughter of John and niece of Archibald Forsyth. 

In 1909 Stewart accepted the foundation chair of veterinary science at the University of 
Sydney (B.V.Sc., 1911). During World War I student numbers dropped to four; but for 
Stewart's 'courage and determination', the school might have closed. He lectured on every 
subject in the curriculum and it was some time before he could devote his attention to the 
study of veterinary medicine. From being a captain in the Australian Army Veterinary Corps, 
he was promoted major; he was also director of veterinary services of the Australian Military 
Forces at Headquarters in Melbourne. With (Sir) Thomas Lyle and (Sir) David Masson, he 
served on the executive committee of the Commonwealth Advisory Council of Science and 
Industry. 

President of the Australian Veterinary Association in 1922, he secured the passage of the 
1923 Veterinary Surgeons Act and sat on the Veterinary Surgeons Board (president, 1931-
34). 'Always insistent that the veterinarian must take his place as the scientific equal of the 
members of any of the scientific professions', he was president of the veterinary science 
section of the Australasian Association for the Advancement of Science in 1926 and of the 
Royal Society of New South Wales in 1927-28. 

Retiring in August 1939, Stewart maintained his lifelong interest in horses: he was veterinary 
surgeon to the Australian Jockey Club (1908-53), and a founder and director of the club's 
apprentices' school of which he was an honorary instructor from 1940. He was, in addition, a 
founder and director of the Corps of Commissionaires for ex-servicemen. 

The recipient of many honours, Stewart was an honorary life member of the Royal 
Agricultural Society of New South Wales (1935), a fellow (1936) and honorary associate 
(1954) of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, London, and fellow of the Australian 
Veterinary Association (1941) which awarded him the Gilruth prize in 1953. 

Survived by a son and three daughters, Stewart died at Darlinghurst on 17 September 1955 
and was cremated. A pioneer in veterinary education in Australia and New Zealand, he was a 
man of vision, action and achievement. His portrait by Norman Carter is held by the 
University of Sydney”. 
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Figure 4: ‘Berelle’ as featured in an advertisement for the Strathfield Park Estate in 1914  

(Source: https://strathfieldheritage.org/2018/06/25/Quisiana-81-homebush-road-strathfield/) 

 

Figure 5: Photo of ‘Quisiana’, 81 Homebush  Road, Strathfield (Source: Cathy Jones 2004 
https://strathfieldhistory.files.wordpress.cohomebush-rd.jpg) 
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3.0 PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 

3.1 Streetscape Analysis 

Homebush Road runs in a North/South direction from Dean Street in South Strathfield to The 
Crescent in Homebush (north). Homebush Road is predominantly residential in character 
with a mix of late 19th Century and early to mid -20th century single residences interspersed 
with residential flat buildings and late 20th century residences. The subject property is located 
towards the northern end of Homebush road, west of the junction with Alviston Road. The 
road features several churches situated on corners, such as the West Sydney Chinese 
Christian Church located at 90-92 Homebush road, corner Alviston Street opposite the 
subject site. The large allotments in this road feature substantial housing dating from the late 
19th Century.  Important streetscape elements include fencing, gardens and street tree 
plantings that combine to provide a sense of enclosure and continuity. This precinct is closely 
associated with Redmyre Road, Churchill Avenue and Abbotsford Road Precincts. 

The subject site is within the vicinity of several local heritage items in the SLEP 2012 
including:  

10 in Florence Street “Glendenning” (I135) -Victorian House 

There is no description, historical background or statement of significance given for this 
property. 

75 Homebush Road “Eulora” (I151) Early Federation House) [SHI 2450263] 

The description of this item is: 

Eloura is an early Federation house with a hipped roof. The symmetrical front has a 
central gable marking the entry. The verandah is supported on timber posts with a 
decorative timber valence and brackets. The gable has a sunrise fretwork pattern. The 
front door is 4 panelled and has a toplight. 

Its historical background is given as: 

According to Sand's Sydney and Suburban Directory, Eloura was first occupied by Mrs. 
M. Gunning who lived there from 1897 to 1905. Later occupants were 1904-1909: Arthur 
L. Myles 

1910-1913 Mrs Sarah Cook 

1914-1916 Mrs J. W. Eedy 

1917-1918 John W. Eedy 

1919-1932/33 Charles W. Stirling who changed the name of the house to Fairview. 

The significance of this item is stated as: 

Eloura is an interesting example of an early Federation house. The use of delicate timber 
fretwork in the verandah detailing shows the emerging influence of the Queen Anne style. 

77 Homebush Road “Mornington” (I152) [SHI 2450367] 

The description of this item is: 

Mornington is a Victorian Italianate style, single storey house with stuccoed walls and a 
hipped and gabled terracotta tile roof. It has elaborate stucco surrounds to the windows 
and doors. The front verandah has timber posts and brackets. The projecting front wing is 
gabled and has a projecting bay with a hipped double curve roof of fishscale pattern 
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shingles, stucco brackets to the eaves, and a pair of timber-framed double-hung windows 
with elaborate stucco surrounds including pilasters. The front door features sidelights and 
fanlights. 

Its historical background is given as: 

Mornington was built c.1894 and its first occupant was Albert Ellis, who lived there until 
1898. Later occupants include: 

1900-1903 W.M. Walsh; 

1904 George Pettit; 

1905-1906 Michael Usher; 

1907-1910 Ernest Trigg. 

From 1911 to at least 1932 it was the home of Mr and Mrs Isabelle Fenton-Spencer. In 
1945, Mrs Fenton-Spencer's estate sold Mornington to Norman & Nola Harris, School 
Teacher. 

Ernest Trigg was a prominent engineer and head of Meadowbank Engineering Company 
and lived until his death at Cheppen a mansion in Victoria St, Strathfield (demolished 
1960s). 

Isabel Fenton-Spencer (c. 1862-1935) was a headmistress of various NSW public 
schools, a foundation member and vice-president of the Dickens Fellowship, a regular 
contributor to Sydney Press and was active in the United Australia Party. 

The significance of this item is stated as: 

Mornington is a good example of a Victorian Italianate style house. Characteristics of the 
style included in the house are the stucco detailing, including window architraves and 
cornice brackets, and the front bay with low arched window openings. 

Mornington has interesting associations with prominent local figures. Notably, Isabel 
Fenton-Spencer who owned the house and lived there from 1911 to at least 1932 was a 
foundation member and vice-president of the Dickens Fellowship, a regular contributor to 
Sydney Press and was active in the United Australia Party. Ernest Trigg who lived there 
from 1907-1910 was head of Meadowbank Engineering Company. 

86 Homebush Road “Harmsworth” (I155) [SHI 2450090] 

The description of the item is: 

A single storey Victorian Georgian style house built of timber framing with rusticated 
weatherboard cladding and a hipped roof clad with slate shingles with terracotta ridging. A 
smaller hipped roof pavilion to the side (east) is linked to the main house. A bullnosed 
verandah extends around the front and west (Homebush Road) side. The house faces 
Brunswick Avenue. French windows open to the verandah. Narrow double hung windows 
are used on the side wing. Chimneys are rendered with moulded cornices. 

There is no historical background nor statement of significance given. 

89 “Weymss” Homebush Road (I156) and 93 Homebush Road “Gundaroo” (I158) 

The description of the item is: 

Weymss is a single storey Federation period house.  It has two brick gables facing the 
street, and a return verandah with hipped roof. On one gable a bay window has a hipped 
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roof of terracotta tiles.  The other gable is behind the verandah roof.  The verandah is 
supported on Tuscan style posts.  The windows are double hung with coloured panes. 
French doors with toplights open to the verandah.  The front door is four pannelled, half 
glazed and has toplight.  

Its historical background is given as: 

William Affleck M.L.A purchased three adjacent blocks of the Bushy Hill Estate fronting 
Homebush Road in 1886. In 1896 he built the present 89 Homebush road, calling it 
Wemyss, named after the place of his birth.  Affleck intended to live at Wemyss, but his 
wife preferred to remain at Gundaroo, between Yass and Canberra.  In 1899 he built a 
house at the present 93 Homebush Road calling it Gundaroo and the couple made that 
house their home.  Meanwhile, Weymss remained in the ownership of Affleck until his 
death in 1923, after which it was in the ownership of his estate. During this time the house 
had number of tenants. 

The significance of this item is stated as: 

Weymss is an interesting early Federation house.  The hipped and gabled roof of 
terracotta tiles, use of face brick and coloured tiles are all characteristic of Federation 
Period Housing. 

91 Homebush Road “Caledonia” (I157) – Federation House 

There is no description, historical background or statement of significance given for this 
property. 

 
Figure 6: Heritage Map Sheet HER_ 005 identifies 81 Homebush Road (I153) in blue and heritage 
items in the vicinity (Source: Strathfield LEP 2012) 
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Figure 7: 73 Homebush Road Figure 8: 75 Homebush Road “Eulora” 

Figure 9: 77 Homebush Road “Mornington” Figure 10: 79 Homebush Road 

 
Figure 11: 83 Homebush Road, adjacent to 
subject property 

 
Figure 12: 85 Homebush Road 
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Figure 13: 86 Homebush Road “Harmsworth” 

 
Figure 14: 89 Homebush Road “Weymss” 

 
Figure 15: 91 Homebush Road “Caledonia” 

 
Figure 16: 93 Homebush Road 

 
Figure 17: 87 Homebush Road 

 
Figure 18: 110-112 Homebush Road 
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Figure 19: 90-92 Homebush Road- West Sydney 
Chinese Christian Church 

 
Figure 20: 90-92 Homebush Road-West Sydney 
Chinese Christian Church

 
Figure 21: 81 Homebush Road, subject property 
looking south 

 
Figure 22: 81 Homebush Road, subject property 
viewed outside of 83 Homebush Road 

 
Figure 23: 81 Homebush Road, subject property 
viewed from Alviston Street 

 
Figure 24: 81 Homebush Road, subject property 
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3.2 Physical Assessment- “Quisiana” (different spelling in SLEP 2012 

“Quisisana”) - Victorian Villa, Trees and Front Fence (I153) [SHI 2450089] 

81 Homebush Road is an “L” shaped block of land approximately 1,800m² in area.  The 
property definition is Lot B in Deposited Plan 345142. The site comprises a two-storey 
Victorian Italianate style house in good condition, constructed in c.1893. It has a dark brown 
steeply pitched hipped and gabled terracotta tile roof.  The house is rendered and painted 
white and has a front wrap-around verandah with cast iron posts and intricately detailed cast 
iron fretwork. The verandah and balcony is terminated by a projecting room with a square 
bay to both floors. The gable on the projecting room is a parapeted dutch gable. The bay has 
a hipped roof with a central gablet.  The double hung windows on the ground floor of the bay 
are arched openings, on the upper floor they are tall, rectangular openings.  The chimneys 
have pediments incorporated in their rendered detail. 

The house is set well back from the street behind its high front iron palisade fence with fluer-
de-lys pickets and with decorative gateposts.  The circular driveway, around a rose garden 
and pedestrian gates are contemporary with the fence and a main feature of the house as 
viewed from Homebush Road. 

The house features very grand formal living rooms. The house retains most of the original 
timber joinery, soaring ceilings with ornate plasterwork on cornices and ceiling roses, sash 
windows and marble fireplaces.  

To the right of the wide entry corridor there is an impressive office lined with shelves and with 
direct access to the wrap-around verandah. A bright casual dining room (currently used as a 
bedroom) with bay window also opens onto the verandah. 

Beyond these front rooms the ground-floor accommodation is a mix of later extensions. The 
small kitchen (1966 renovation) leads into an adjoining sunroom.  A cavernous 70-square-
metre family/billiards room with paneled walls opens onto the back garden. There is a large 
yard which wraps around the back of the neighbouring lot. In 1924 a garage was built which 
was renovated in 1970. Plans were drawn up for alterations and additions to the dwelling’s 
kitchen, bathrooms and bedrooms in 1966 by John Crawford and Loudon Architects in 
Sydney (Appendix 1). In 1976 alterations and additions were made the attic and roof. The 
roof sheeting was changed as well as an awning added in 1982.  In 2002 further additions, 
alterations were undertaken and a detached garage added. 

On the first level are five bedrooms of varying sizes, a renovated bathroom and an additional 
w/c. There is an enormous covered terrace at the rear accessed from the first floor hallway. 

A later addition spiral staircase winds up to the second level which comprises a living space, 
two bedrooms, a bathroom and lots of storage built into the roof space. There is also a self-
contained apartment. It has separate access and offers a living room, potential for an eat-in 
kitchen, a bathroom and a bedroom. 
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Figure 25: Aerial view of 81 Homebush Road, L shaped lot approx. 1,800 square metres, Lot B, DP 
345142 (Source:https://www.realestate.com.au/sold/property-house-nsw-strathfield-118149319) 
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Figure 26: Floor Plans of  81 Homebush Road when property was purchased in 2014 (Source: 
https://www.realestate.com.au/sold/property-house-nsw-strathfield-118149319) 
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Figure 27: Front Elevation of Quisiana, fronting Homebush road (Source: 
https://www.domain.com.au/news/house-of-the-week-italianate-villa-in-strathfield-20141020-118ntb/)

 
Figure 28: House set well back from the street behind its high front iron palisade fence with fluer-de-lys 
pickets and with decorative gateposts.  The circular driveway, around a rose garden and pedestrian 
gates are contemporary with the fence and a main feature of the house as viewed from Homebush 
Road. (Source: https://www.domain.com.au/news/house-of-the-week-italianate-villa-in-strathfield-
20141020-118ntb/) 
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Figure 29: Grand formal living room retains most of the original timber joinery, soaring ceiling with 
ornate plasterwork on cornices and ceiling roses, sash arched double hung windows and marble 
fireplace. 

 
Figure 30: Main bedroom on First Floor showing double hung tall rectangular windows. 
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Figure 31: Bedroom 2 on First Floor showing bay double hung tall rectangular windows 

 
Figure 32: Original stained glass arched window to first floor. A later addition spiral staircase winds up 
to the second level which comprises a living space, two bedrooms, a bathroom and lots of storage built 
into the roof space. There is also a self-contained apartment.
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Figure 33: View of Kitchen 

 
Figure 34: View of Kitchen 
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Figure 35: View of living room wooden wall paneling and skirting board 

Figure 36: Example of the 2 different kinds of 
living room and kitchen flooring 

Figure 37: Example of different tiles throughout 
kitchen and sunroom 
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Figure 38: Room behind kitchen leading to 
outdoor verandah 

 
Figure 39: Door from room leading to kitchen 

 
Figure 40: Door to left leads to hallway and door 
on the right leads to the kitchen 

 
Figure 41: View of wall proposed for demolition 
between kitchen and living room 
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Figure 42: View of living room with timber 
paneling 

 
Figure 43: View of living room leading to rear 
garden

Figure 44: View of bedroom 3 door leads to 
outdoor stairs to the north elevation 

Figure 45: View of large undercover terrace 

 
Figure 46: View looking down stairs to the 
northern elevation towards the rear of 83 
Homebush Road 
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Figure 47: View looking from stairs on the 
northern elevation looking towards the rear 
garden and swimming pool of 83 Homebush Road 

 
Figure 48: View of undercover terrace from rear 
garden 

 
Figure 49: View of area proposed for swimming 
pool addition 

 
Figure 50: Garden to rear of property looking 
towards northern elevation 

 
Figure 51: View of driveway towards rear of 
property 

 
Figure 52:  View of rear garden from shed  
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4.0 EXISTING HERITAGE STATUS 

The subject property at 81 Homebush Road is an item of local heritage significance under 
Schedule 5 Environmental Heritage in the Strathfield Local Environmental Plan 2012.  The 
property is listed in Schedule 5, Environmental Heritage SLEP 2012 as “Quisisana”-Victorian 
Villa style house, Lot B, DP 345142 (Map No I153) (SHI 2450089). 

The following assessment of heritage impact addresses Clause 5.10 of the Strathfield LEP 
2012 and Strathfield Consolidated DCP 2005, Part P.  It assesses the extent to which the 
carrying out of the proposed development would affect the local heritage significance of the 
property and streetscape character of Homebush Road and heritage items in the vicinity. 

4.2 Assessment of Heritage Value 

An assessment of heritage significance endeavors to establish, investigate and quantify how 
a place is important to the heritage of a community.  Significance is embodied in the subject 
and the context of its setting. 

4.2.1 Statement of Significance 

The following Statement of Significance is from Strathfield Council SHI Number 2450089 
listing for 81 Homebush Road Strathfield, Quisisana. 

“Quisiaina, then known as Berelle, was from 1917 until at least 1948 the home of George 
Stewart, the first Professor of Veterinary Science at the University of Sydney. Berelle was 
from 1909-1911 the home of George Hindmarsh M.L.A., member for Rous from 1905-1913.  
Quisiana is a fine example of a Victorian Italianate style house that retains much of its 
original setting including palisade fencing and gates”. 

Criteria B-Historical Association Significance 

“Quisiaina, then known as Berelle, was from 1917 until at least 1948 the home of George 
Stewart, the first Professor of Veterinary Science at the University of Sydney. 

Berelle, was from 1909-11 the home of George Hindmarsh M.L.A., member for Rous from 
1905-13”. 

Criteria C-Aesthetic/Technical Significance 

“Quisiana is a fine example of a Victorian Italianate style house that retains much of its 
original setting including palisade fencing and gates”. 
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5.0 STATEMENT OF HERITAGE IMPACT 

5.1 Description of work  

The proposal by CAI Design is described in the following drawings dated 13 July 2018. The 
proposal involves removal of a portion of an internal wall separating the living room and 
kitchen; and the addition of a new swimming pool at the rear of the property. Existing external 
openings (windows and doors) are to be retained.  

Drawing 
No: 

Name: Drawing No: Name: 

DA_01 Notification Plan DA_04 Building Sections 

DA_02 Site/Roof Plan DA_05 Landscape Plan 

DA_03 Ground Floor Plan   

It is proposed to: 

Internal Works 

 Removal of a portion of the internal wall separating the kitchen and living room and 
support the new opening with a steel beam. 

 Replace and reconfigure internal kitchen cabinetry to create an open plan kitchen 
and living room. 

 Replace living room and kitchen’s cove cornice (from the 1970s) and short skirtings 
to period style cornices and skirtings to match the details of the original Victorian 
Italianate character of the dwelling. 

 Paint the wood paneled walls in the living room wall installed in the 1980s. 

 Re-floor the living room and kitchen area with light coloured tiles. There are currently 
three different patterned tiles installed in the kitchen/living room areas, from the 
various renovations in the 1970s and 1980s. 

External Works 

 Building a new in-ground concrete lap pool of 3m by 12m dimension at the rear of the 
house (not visible from the street). 

 Removal of one Macadamia tree to accomodate the swimming pool (arborist report 
provided as part of the DA Application) 

The proposal does not affect: 

 The local historical and aesthetic significance of 81 Homebush Road. 

 The proposal will not detract from the heritage significance of 81 Homebush Road, the 
properties streetscape significance or heritage items within the vicinity. 

Heritage Impact Assessment Methodology 

 An appropriate assessment methodology is to consider the details of the proposal and to 
compare it with a properly prepared Statement of Significance in order to determine whether 
the proposal detracts from or diminishes the significance of the place. 

In this case, aspects of the proposal will be compared to the above Statement of Significance 
and the provisions of Part P Heritage within the Strathfield Consolidated DCP 2005.
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5.2 Assessment of Heritage Impact  

Assessment against the Statement of Significance 

 Quisiana, 81 Homebush Road, Strathfield is recognized as an item of local heritage 
significance for its aesthetic and historical significance.  In particular its architectural 
style is exhibited in the intact front elevation and front portion of the interior of the 
house, as well as retaining much of its original setting including palisade fencing and 
gates. Historical significance is derived from it being the residence of George 
Stewart, the first Professor of Veterinary Science at the University of Sydney and the 
home of George Hindmarsh M.L.A., member for Rous. The current proposal involves 
alterations to the rear of the house, to areas of the house already changed, which are 
not particularly sympathetic to the main house’s Victorian detailing.  Therefore the 
proposal will cause no loss of significance. The proposal to alter the existing modern 
kitchen and unsympathetic living room will result in a more sympathetic arrangement 
and selection of materials and colours. The addition of a swimming pool to the rear of 
the property will not alter the significance of the setting to the property which mainly 
relates to the front landscaping, fencing and streetscape setting of the dwelling. 

 The proposed alterations and additions to the rear of the existing dwelling will not 
detract from the heritage significance of the item, the streetscape or adjoining 
properties.  The proposal will have no adverse impact on the heritage significance of 
identified heritage items in the vicinity. 

 The proposed alterations to the kitchen and living room and addition of a swimming 
pool to the rear of the dwelling retains the principal building form and significant 
fabric of 81 Homebush Road and will not compromise the integrity of the 
Streetscape. 

 No significant alterations or additions are proposed to original significant areas or 
elements of the dwelling internally or externally. The proposal will retain original 
details, materials and finishes which contribute to the significance of the item and to 
its’ streetscape significance.  The proposed alterations and additions to the kitchen 
and living room are reversible and will have no impact on the original internal 
fabric/detailing. The original internal layout of the current kitchen and family room no 
longer remains as a result of previous alterations. 

 The proposed removal of the wall between the kitchen and family room will have no 
adverse impact on the aesthetic significance of the property as the partition between 
the two spaces was significantly altered in 1966 therefore this fabric is of little 
significance. 

 The proposed reconfiguration and replacement of internal kitchen cabinetry to create 
an open plan kitchen that relates to the living room will be a positive improvement to 
the current arrangement and outdated scheme (1966) which was not sympathetic to 
the Victorian detailing and character of the dwelling. Therefore the proposed work is 
considered to have a positive impact on the significance of the house.  

 The proposed works are in keeping with the character and style of the main house 
and will provide a more sympathetic open plan casual living/kitchen area for the 
occupants. 
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 The proposed re-flooring of the living room and kitchen with light coloured tiles is 
sympathetic to the wooden flooring to the main part of the dwelling and will remove 
the unsympathetic three different patterned tiles installed in these areas from the 
various renovations in the 1970s and 1980s. 

 The rear swimming pool addition will not be visible from the front elevation facing 
Homebush Road but will only be visible from properties to the rear of 81 Homebush 
Road which includes at No 4, 6, 8 and 10 “Glendenning”–Victorian house (I135) in 
Florence Street. As well as from rear views from the properties either side of the 
dwelling including 79 and 81 Homebush Road. The majority of properties 
surrounding 81 Homebush Road have undergone renovations/alterations with most 
properties no longer retaining their original rear form or are new contemporary 
residences, such as 83 Homebush Road.  

 The kitchen and living room alterations and swimming pool addition to the rear does 
not physically impact or affect this heritage listed dwelling or any heritage features or 
items within Homebush Road or impact on the streetscape value of 81 Homebush 
Road. 

 The proposed works are located to the rear of the house and within the rear garden 
of the house allotment, and as the rear is not described as a significant component of 
the property the work will have no impact on the overall significance of the place. 

Strathfield Consolidated DCP 2005 

Part P Heritage of the DCP provides objectives and controls for the treatment of heritage 
items, heritage items in the vicinity and conservation areas within the Strathfield Council 
locality.  Of relevance to this proposal are the following issues: 

Section 2.1 General Objectives 

 The proposed kitchen and living room alterations has responded in design, form, 
character and detail to the Victorian detailing and design of this significant heritage 
item. It is therefore a sympathetic contemporary alteration and ensures the retention 
of the historical and aesthetic significance of the dwelling (2.1 a). 

 The proposed alteration to the kitchen and living room establishes a cohesive 
relationship between new work and the existing building fabric. It is a Contemporary 
design that is appropriate, as it has responded to the relevant aspects of its context. 
(2.1 b& c). 

 The works proposed will not damage or despoil the original materials of the property.  
They will be consistent with the original architectural style, form, massing, details, 
materials and finishes (2.1e). 

 The proposal has no impact on important elements of the form of the original 
dwelling (2.1d). 

 The proposed works achieve a cohesive relationship between new and existing 
fabric and is consistent with the character of the site, streetscape and precinct as 
most properties in Homebush Road have had rear internal and external alterations 
and additions (2.1 b).   
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Section 2.2.2 Setting 

2) New structures on land on which a heritage item is located such as swimming pools 
and outbuildings should be located so that they do not impact on the significance of the 
heritage item. 

 The proposed alterations will have no adverse impact on the retention of the cultural 
and aesthetic significance of the streetscape by introducing a swimming to the rear of 
the property.  As the proposal follows established patterns of development in the 
street whereby swimming pools are positioned out of view from the significant 
streetscapes views. The addition of a swimming pool to the rear of the property will 
not alter the significance of the setting to the property which mainly relates to the 
front landscaping, fencing and streetscape setting of the dwelling. 

Section 2.3.2 Scale 

Development shall not obstruct significant views to and from the item of significance. 

 As the proposed works are mostly internal to the kitchen and living room and 
swimming pool to the rear of the property, there will be no change to the existing 
appearance, form and detailing of the original main house as seen from Homebush 
Road. No significant views to or from the place will be obstructed as a result of the 
proposal. 

Section 2.4.2 Form 

1) Important elements of the form of a heritage item such as main roof forms, chimneys, 
parapet walls, verandahs etc, should not be demolished or obscured by alterations 
and additions. 

 As discussed above, the proposal involves internal works and alterations and 
additions to the rear of the main house.  The proposal does not involve any works to 
the main roof forms, chimneys or to the front and side verandah.  Therefore, the 
important elements of Quisiana that contributes to its significance will be conserved. 

4) Additions and alterations to a heritage item should not detract from important aspects 
of the form of the heritage item. 

 The site comprises a two-storey Victorian Italianate style house in good condition, 
constructed in c.1893. It has its original pitched hipped and gabled terracotta tile roof, 
front wrap-around verandah with cast iron posts and intricately detailed cast iron 
fretwork.  Internally, the house retains its original configuration and detailing to the 
main rooms including living and dining room, office, entry hall, casual dining room 
displaying original timber joinery, soaring ceilings with ornate plasterwork on cornices 
and ceiling roses, sash windows and marble fireplaces. Beyond the original front 
rooms the ground-floor accommodation is a mix of later extensions. The small 
kitchen (1966 renovation) leads into an adjoining sunroom.  A cavernous 70-square-
metre family/billiards room with panelled walls opens onto the back garden.  

As the current proposal involves works to the kitchen and rear back garden, both of 
which have already been altered, the alterations and additions will not detract from 
the principal features or the main internal spaces of the house. 
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Section 2.5.2 Materials and Colours 

2) Non-original materials of heritage items that are being replaced shall, if possible, be 
replaced with material that matches the original material as closely as possible. 

5) Materials for additions and alterations to heritage items should be consistent with the 
original materials of the heritage item. 

6)Colour schemes for heritage items should have a hue and tonal relationship with 
traditional colour schemes for the period and style of the heritage item. 

 The small kitchen is not original as it was renovated in 1966 as was the adjoining 
sunroom and the cavernous 70-square-metre family/billiards room with 
unsympathetic panelled walls. The proposal to replace and reconfigure the internal 
kitchen cabinetry to create an open plan kitchen is acceptable since it is replacing 
non-original fabric. 

 It is proposed to replace the 1970’s living room and kitchen’s cove cornice and short 
skirtings with sympathetic period style cornices and skirtings to be consistent with the 
original Victorian Italianate materials of the dwelling. 

 Painting the wood paneling in the living room will be sympathetic and in keeping with 
painted walls throughout the rest of the dwelling which are all from the modern period 
probably c1966. It is proposed to paint the walls in soft creams/light yellow.  

 The proposed re-flooring of the living room and kitchen area with light coloured tiles 
will be more sympathetic in terms of hue and tonal relationship to the original wooden 
floors throughout the rest of the dwelling and will remove the inconsistent and 
unsympathetic three varieties of patterned tiles installed throughout these two areas 
over the course of various renovations. 

Section 2.6.1 Alterations and Additions 

1) Alterations and additions must not adversely impact the significance of a heritage 
item. 

 As discussed above, the proposed alterations and additions to the property will 
impact only those areas of the house already changed including the kitchen and rear 
living room and garden.  The works have been designed to be in keeping with the 
scale, style and character of the original house. 

 The principal features of the house including its overall form and detailing, as well as 
the original configuration and detailing of the principal rooms of the house will not be 
impacted on as a result of the proposed works. 

2) Any alterations and additions must be consistent with the scale, form, proportion, 
details and materials of the heritage item. 

 As discussed above, the alterations and additions are consistent with the scale, form, 
proportions, details and materials of the main house. 

3) Alterations and additions to heritage items must be located so as to minimize their 
visibility and prominence from the street or adjoining streets, and the height must not 
be seen above the main ridgeline of the heritage item. 
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 As the proposed works are located at the rear of the house and are mainly contained 
within the existing building envelope of the house and will not project above the main 
ridgeline of the building, the proposed alterations and additions will not be visible 
from the street. 

5.3 Conclusion 
In conclusion, it is considered that the proposal does not adversely affect the aesthetic or 
historical significance of 81 Homebush Road or other heritage items in the vicinity of the 
proposal.  The proposed alterations involves a number of relatively minor internal alterations 
upon the existing non original fabric since the proposed works are in an area of the house 
that has already undergone several alterations. The proposed swimming pool addition is 
sympathetic as its position at the rear of the property follows established patterns of 
development in the street whereby swimming pools are positioned out of view from significant 
streetscapes views. The proposed works have been carefully designed to avoid alterations to 
the most significant parts of the house including the front elevation, the overall form of the 
house and the principal rooms of the house.  The proposed works will improve the use of the 
kitchen and living room and improve the amenity of the rear garden. The alterations will be 
carried out in a sympathetic manner and will not detract from the historical and architectural 
significance of the dwelling. The significance of 81 Homebush Road is derived from its 
cultural, historical and streetscape/aesthetic and architectural qualities which will remain 
unaffected by the proposed development. Overall we believe Strathfield City Council should 
support the Development Application as the proposed works will not adversely impact on the 
heritage item or those in the vicinity due to the proposed design being consistent with the 
objectives of Strathfield LEP 2012 and Part P DCP 2005. 
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Appendix 

Appendix 1: Set of plans dated 1966, 1976 and 1982 shows extensive alterations and 
additions to internal and external features of the dwelling.  The plans show the original layout 
and construction of the dwelling.  

1966-Architects: John Crawford & Loudon of 62 Castlereagh Street Sydney. Client: Dr and 
Mrs P Raneri. 

1976-Ian E Ezzy Architects 
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